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2015 On Post-MDG Internatlonal Development Goals

Cities and the Post-2015 Agenda

Opportunities or threats?



The HLP report take on cities

llWe

can do more to take advantage of rapid

urbanisation: cities are the world’s engines for
business and innovation. With good management
they can provide jobs, hope and growth, while

“Billions

building sustainability.”

more people could become middle-class by

2030, most of them in cities, and this would

stren

othen economic growth the world over.”




Growth of urban populat|on
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Cities are potetial engines of growth

Latin America’s 198 largest cities will contribute 65 percent of total
regional GDP growth between 2007 and 2025

Share of Latin American

Contribution to Latin American GDP growth, PPP, 2007-25 GDP in 2007
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Cities and poverty

Nations by percentage of urban population living in slums.
[21]
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Urban poverty is different

 The usual definition of poverty does not fit
well with cities.

— Dependence on Cash

— Insecurity

— Overcrowding

— Invasions and lack of land tenure

— Lack of basic services and transportation
— Environmental degradation and risks

* Tackling poverty does not equate with growth
of the middle class.



The Challenges of Governing Cities

e Cities (and therefore Majors) are seen as
possible champions, however, their hands are
tight by national politics and policymaking.

 The Global South has seen the growth of
many “primate cities”: one city that is
overwhelmingly the center of innovation,
economic development in the country.

e A focus on cities might cause an overlook to
the rural sector.
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