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Mehmet Arda

Dr Mehmet Arda currently is active in the Centre for Economics and Foreign Policy Studies (EDAM) and Global
Relations Forum (GIF). He retired as the Head of the Commodities Branch at UNCTAD where he worked for 25
years. He was Professor of International Relations and Economics at Galatasaray University and Adjunct Professor
at Kog University. He is a founding member of SenDeGel, a civil society organisation working in the interest of
least developed countries (LDCs). His current research focuses on commodity issues, governance of globalisation
and development in a globalised world, LDCs, middle powers, South-South economic relations and development
cooperation, international value chains and natural resource management. Among others, Dr Arda occasionally
consults for the UN and the Turkish Government. He holds a PhD in Economics from the University of California,
Berkeley.

Debapriya Bhattacharya

Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya, is a macro-economist and public policy analyst. He chairs of two global initiatives, viz.
Southern Voices on Post-MDG International Development Goals and LDC IV Monitor. He is a Distinguished Fellow
at the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) in Dhaka, where he had been earlier the Executive Director. He had been
Bangladesh’s Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the WTO and UN Offices of Geneva and Vienna and
Special Advisor to the Secretary General, UNCTAD. He has published extensively on issues related to trade,
investment and finance-related issues of the LDCs and the post-2015 agenda. Among others, he is the Regional
Editor, Oxford Development Studies; Member, Monitoring Advisory Committee, GPEDC; and Member, Board of
BRAC International.

Samuel Jamiru Braima

Professor Samuel Jamiru Braima is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Economics and Commerce, Fourah Bay
College, University of Sierra Leone. He served as the Sierra Leone Team Leader in the Post-2015 Data Revolution
project. He began his professional career in 1989 as a Lecturer of quantitative methods, mathematics for social
sciences, statistics and labour economics. He has published articles on privatisation, exchange rate volatility, and
monetary approach to balance of payments, employment and time use; edited two issues of Sierra Leone
Integrated Household Survey Reports and an analytical report on labour and employment of the 2004 Housing
and Population Census. His research interests include vulnerability and poverty, labour and employment.

Kate Higgins

Kate Higgins is an Adjunct Research Professor at the Norman Paterson School of International Affairs at Carleton
University, Ottawa. She also works for CIVICUS — the World Alliance for Citizen Participation, where she leads
work on data, accountability and sustainable development. She previously led the Governance for Equitable
Growth team at the North-South Institute and was a Research Fellow with the Growth, Poverty and Inequality
programme at the Overseas Development Institute. Kate has degrees in International Development and
Economics from the University of Oxford and the University of Sydney.

Blandina Kilama

Dr Blandina Kilama has practical experience in research, training and policy analysis. She works with Policy
Research for Development (REPOA), a Tanzanian think tank, based in Dar es Salaam. As a Senior Researcher, she
technical assistance to the Second Five Year Development Plan. Her research areas include economic
transformation, post-2015 agenda and poverty mapping. She is a Joint Programme Director of the five years
research programme on “Tanzania as a future Petro State” working on the component on Data for Policy Making
and Public Engagement. She holds a PhD from Leiden University, a Master’s degree (MPAID) from Harvard
Kennedy School.
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Shannon Kindornay

Shannon Kindornay is an Independent Consultant and Adjunct Research Professor at the Norman Paterson School
of International Affairs at Carleton University. Prior to joining Carleton University, She was a researcher at the
North-South Institute for nearly five years where she produced numerous reports, peer-reviewed publications
and commentaries on a range of policy issues, including international development cooperation, the Sustainable
Development Goals, Canada’s development cooperation programme, and the role of the private sector in
development. Shannon works regularly with multilateral organisations, and government agencies, academics and
civil society organisations in Canada and around the world. Shannon holds degrees from Carleton University and
Wilfrid Laurier University.

Juan Leén

Juan Ledn is a PhD candidate in Educational Theory & Policy and Comparative & International Education at The
Pennsylvania State University. He has a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from the Pontificia Universidad Catolica
of Peru and a diploma in Liberal Arts from the same institution. He is currently an Associate Researcher at GRADE
in the Education area. Additionally, he is a Lecturer in the Department of Psychology at the Universidad Antonio
Ruiz de Montoya in Lima.

Andrea Orddriez

Andrea Orddfiez is the Research Coordinator for Southern Voice, a network of think tanks devoted to bringing
research from the Global South to international debates on the post-2015 development agenda. She is an
Associate at Politics & Ideas, where she supports researchers and think tanks in leading policy-relevant research,
and was previously the Research Director at Grupo FARO, a think tank in Ecuador. She has developed research
projects for the public sector, and has carried out institutional and sectorial assessments for numerous
international organisations. She is an economist by training and has a strong interest in methodologies for policy
analysis.

Mustafizur Rahman

Professor Mustafizur Rahman is the Executive Director of the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh. He is
an economist by training and has previously taught in the University of Dhaka where he was a member of the
University Senate. Professor Rahman was a visiting fellow at Oxford University, UK and a senior Fulbright Fellow
at Yale University, USA. His research interests include macroeconomic, fiscal and trade policies, sustainable
development, regional integration in South Asia and WTO negotiations. He has a number of publications to his
credit. Professor Rahman has served as member of various national committees set up by the Bangladesh
government and was a member of Panel of Economists for successive Five Year Plans of Bangladesh.

Maam Suwadu SAKHO-JIMBIRA

Dr Maam Suwadu SAKHO-JIMBIRA holds a PhD in Economics, University of Montpellier 1 and a Master’s in
Economics, University Gaston Berger of Saint-Louis, specialised in agricultural and development economics. She
formerly worked for national and international organisations, including the Senegalese Agricultural Research
Institute in Dakar, and the Center for International Forestry Research in Yaoundé, Ouagadougou and Indonesia.
She is currently a researcher at Initiative Prospective Agricole et Rurale (IPAR), a think tank based in Dakar where
she was the coordination of the Post-2015 Data Test project. She is teaching Development Economics at the
National School of Statistics and Economic Analysis (ENSAE), Farnce.
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For specific queries, please contact: info@southernvoice.org
website: www.post2015datatest.com




