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The Agenda 2030 – the SDGs present an alternative development 
paradigm –

with the ambition to achieve all aspects of human and ecological wellbeing
It recognizes – inequality and ecological destruction and limited resources

Universality – must benefit ALL
Indivisible/integrated – must achieve all three domains
Transformative – go beyond BAU, alternate systems thinking 

It necessitates redefining the development agenda – global to local 
Requires the acceptance of interconnectivity
Acceptance that ALL domains are equally important and have 
positive and negative relationships

Why interconnectivity?



Achieving interconnectivity

For countries to implement the SDGs it requires setting an agenda that 
reflects the sustainable principles AND policy coherence 
Not so simple 

plugging the targets into sectoral plans or cherry picking
Dangers of retro-fitting (transitional but needs to progress
It cannot happen as ad-hoc or spill over effects 

Policy coherence is key to move forward 

Policy inconsistencies will have crippling effects on the poor and will 
sideline one aspect or another



Achieving Policy Coherence in the context of the SDGs

PROCESS
1) Starts with a visioning –

acceptance that SD is the 
development paradigm 

2) Cannot be parallel process 
(i.e SD agenda as the 
environmental mandate)

3) Legal status or parliamentary 
support

4) Linked to budgets
5) Centrally AND locally driven 
6) Engage multiple actors

CONTENT
1) Must balance the three domains
2) Explicit recognition of 

interlinkages
3) Establising sectoral coherence

(Positive reinforcement /negative 
impact

4) link between domestic and 
global

(within countries, among 
countries, between the 
international agreements



A practical first step to achieve policy 
coherence
Need to take stock or map the policies and programs that exist 

and relevance to SDGs
(Sri Lanka’s Ministry of SD and WL has collated relevant 
min/depts. by SDGs and its targets)



Tools for achieving Policy Coherence

• The nexus approach energy – water – food nexus 
• iSDG
• Network Analysis
• Interlinkages in the SDGs/either on weighting system on linkages and 

domains, or based on data/stats



System of 
weighting 
(nillson et al 
2016)



Network Analysis – For Policy 
• Useful tool to show multiple connections, strength of the connection and 

Direction
• It can be used to visualise complex links systematically using a grading 

criteria (positive reinforcement and negative trade offs). 
• The visual shows the strongest links, relationships AND missing links and 

provides  an objective basis to improve or modify policies 
• The process of grading should be done in a multi stakeholder group.  
• means to avoid cherry-picking goals and to rationalise targets/goals. 

• point to clusters of sectors and policies that can be integrated/need to resolve
• For energy – it told us that at least in ambition there was a push towards 

renewable energy, but there were contradictions with FF energy use as well 
as lack of clear sectoral integration – to transport, industries and 
agriculture/land use 

• It also showed us how varied policy documents can be!! Mandates vs what 
• BUT they are the most publically available information 





SOME COUNTRY EXAMPLES



Finland



Finland



Finland



Costa Rica
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