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The COVID-19 health crisis has exposed inadequacies in health systems,
overwhelming hospitals and health workers in most countries. Although the
development and deployment of the COVID vaccine was successful in the Global
North, the existing methods of production and distribution of vaccines have failed to
guarantee equitable access to them for the countries in the Global South. This
affects not only the countries with insufficient vaccines but the rest of the world as
well.

Concerns over this unbalance in access have coined the term "Vaccine apartheid",
alleging that vaccines are kept from developing countries intentionally. However, this
notion is based on moral concerns. It is neither adequately informed by the
political-economic contexts of the nations in which vaccines are produced, nor by
the mechanisms for their distribution.

This session will unpack lessons learnt from this pandemic to be ready for the next
one. It will propose solutions to be better prepared. Among them, the establishment
of efficient public institutions and frameworks to ensure better and equitable access
to vaccines in the Global South.
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