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What does ‘just transition’ mean for
Global South countries?

The concept of

expands the
environmental focus
to include a
comprehensive
commitment to

O How can Global South nations navigate the
industrialisation-sustainability trade-off?

Industrialisation is key to job creation in the Global South, but resource
constraints often limit the potential for green transitions. Prioritising either
one hinders collective global progress towards the SDGs. Based on a
literature review and interviews, we explored what a ‘just transition’ could
mean for nations balancing urgent economic demands with long-term
environmental goals.

O Findings show that:

IER O CI T W U CL [ I [-X can  drive both
economic growth and environmental sustainability —
the two are not mutually exclusive.

The green industrialisation capacity of different
countries is highly uneven. Many
I G E T U ERERENITS) to swiftly adopt green
energy technologies while driving economic growth.
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Comprehensive strategies that include short-,
medium-, and long-term goals create pathways
towards LTI [CERRICHEEREE while ensuring that
crucial development objectives are not compromised.
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Prevailing development finance mechanisms fail to
adequately address Il |NES LI 11134 for the

disproportionate and severe impacts endured by
I IR CIa Cle Kot T 0o I VI TR in the Global South.
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(O Tofoster an SDG-centred just transition in the Global
South:

e Prioritise job creation and energy efficiency in
green transitions. Global South governments
should focus just transition efforts on job creation,

There is an urgent
need to find a

structural transformation, and developing energy balance
efficiency regulations. between the
drive to
industrialise
e Accelerate green transitions globally. Renewable in the
energy alone cannot meet the Global South's Gloal South
energy demands. Global North countries can e g
compensate by accelerating their own transition hand, and the

to eco-friendly practices, technology transfer and

the adoption of equitable practices. need to tackle

environmental
challenges
on the other.

e Invest in sustainable local development.
Investors and funders can foster just transitions
in the Global South by incentivising local
employment, skills development and green

technology innovation.
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e Advocate for climate justice. Governments and
civil society must advocate for climate reparations.
The UN, World Bank, and development institutions
should  prioritise integrating  differentiated
responsibilities into their funding and policy
frameworks.
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Founded in 2013, Southern Voice is a network of think tanks across Africa, Asia, and Latin America & the Caribbean,
aiming to transform the international development landscape and rebalance knowledge asymmetry.

Global South Perspectives is a strategic initiative focused on centering Global South viewpoints in rigorous policy
research to reshape the sustainable development agenda.
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