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How does the Global South fight
information pollution in the age of Al?
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have emerged as
severe global risks
deepening societal and
political divides.

Why does information pollution undermine public
institutions?

Misinformation, disinformation, fake news, and hate speech, collectively
termed “information pollution,” is a growing yet dangerously under-
researched threat in the Global South. We examined its impact on political
processes and public health by conducting literature reviews, interviews,
and case analysis. India’s case illustrates the urgent need for practical
solutions, international cooperation, and stronger regulations to ensure
information integrity.
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‘ making them more vulnerable to manipulation.
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minorities, migrants, and low-literacy communities,

O To foster global information integrity, stakeholders must:

e Promote media literacy. Governments must

implement educational strategies to enhance
public awareness of the dangers of information
pollution and promote the ethical use of online
content, particularly focusing on marginalised
groups.

Establish a high-level Global South Consortium
(GScC). There is a need for funding, research and
advocacy to map the Global South’s information
ecosystem and strengthen the ability of
governments to counter information pollution.

Implement accountability mechanisms for
Al-driven content. Tech companies and platforms
must be made responsible for preventing the
spread of misinformation.

Strengthen fact-checking mechanisms.

Expanded collaborations between fact-checkers,
journalists, and tech platforms can help identify
and counter false information swiftly.

Digital
disinformation
campaigns
target specific
groups, such as

youth,

to manipulate
their behaviour,
beliefs and
voting
preferences.
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Founded in 2013, Southern Voice is a network of think tanks across Africa, Asia, and Latin America & the Caribbean,
aiming to transform the international development landscape and rebalance knowledge asymmetry.

Global South Perspectives is a strategic initiative focused on centering Global South viewpoints in rigorous policy
research to reshape the sustainable development agenda.
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